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ACTIVITIES
ENRICHMENT
This Fall there have been many enrichment programs for our students.
The gentlemen at BEST Academy learned about musical genres such
as Jazz and Blues. The ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women’s
Leadership Academy created clothes from recycled materials and
designed jewelry through fashion and design. In addition, they were
taught about broadcasting, infomercials, and news through the Video
Broadcasting Club. The Tigers of Long Middle School participated in
chess, arts and crafts, and the Newspaper and Yearbook clubs while
the students at Sylvan Hills Middle School expressed the musicians
inside of themselves through the singing group. Likewise, the
Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle School participated in Model
United Nations to learn about how global ambassadors debate global
issues and address world conflicts. The children at My Sister's House
have been honing their literacy skills through a book club, the kids at
Brown Middle School learned about cosmetology, and the kids at
Harper-Archer Middle School visited the Civil & Human Rights
Museum, and went on a PGA Tour. We are so happy that our
students had a lot of activities available.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
The year has kicked off with a wide assortment of health and fitness
programs. The Dolphins at Brown Middle School were involved with
Majorette/Dance and cycling, the students at Sandy Springs Middle
School participated in martial arts, basketball, and STEP Club, while
the young men at B.E.S.T Academy hosted a PTSA Dance and have
been participating in football. The Tigers of Price Middle School
took part in cheerleading while the kids at City of Refuge prepared
delicious meals through nutrition. Also, the young women at Coretta
Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy grew healthy foods
in the Gardening Club. It gives us great pleasure that our students are
learning how to eat right and exercise frequently.

steAm

The areas of STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) are vital components of
After-School All-Stars. The Wolves of Sylvan Hills Middle School participated in science experiments
such as making lava lamps, rock candy, and tornadoes. The Sandy Springs Middle School Stallions were
treated to modules such as the Science Explorers Club, which allowed them to do things like create
elephant's toothpaste. The kids at City of Refuge practiced their math skills while the boys at BEST
Academy were taught video and sound editing. The ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women’s
Leadership Academy went to the Girls Inc. Summit at Georgia Institute of Technology and many of our
schools were able to build robots through the Lego Mindstorm Robotics clinic. It is so excellent that the
kids we serve have been learning a lot about the areas of STEAM, as it will prepare them for their futures.
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Fall Events
Trick-or-Treat
Every year the children at City of Refuge attend Georgia State
University's Trick-Or-Treat Fest, sponsored by the fraternities an
sororites. This year both the kids at City of Refuge and Atlanta
Mission went to the event. The All-Stars students participated in
many activities, including candy collecting, going inside spooky
houses, getting their faces painted, and taking part in target practice
games. Likewise, they bobbed for apples and went through different
obstacle courses. The kids enjoyed these activities very much and we
look forward to bringing them back next year. We would like to
extend a special thanks to the GSU Office of Civic Engagement and Greek Student Housing for
organizing the Trick-Or-Treat Fest. Likewise, we would like to give our gratitude to Georgia Tech's
Georgia Homelessness Initiative for volunteering with our students.

LIGHTS ON
Every year in October organizations around the country celebrate the success of after-school programs
and this past month our middle schools showcased theirs. Price Middle presented information about the
Ebola epidemic, highlighted cheer leading and step routines, and programs such as Junior Achievement,
Girls In Technology, and Beta Club. The students at Sylvan Hills Middle School received “afterschool
for all” bracelets and then students were treated to a dessert bar. Senator Nan Grogan Orrock from
District 36 attended Brown Middle School's event and was fascinated by the variety of spectacular
programs that the school offers. Also, the Tigers of Long Middle School showcased their talents in
singing, dancing, and cheerleading. It is a privilege to provide these opportunities for our kids.
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Convention of black AEROSPACE ENGINEERS
The 38th Annual Convention of the Organization of Black Aerospace
Professionals (OBAP) Youth Day, which epitomizes each element of
the Business, Engineering, Science and Technology (B.E.S.T)
Academy, took place at the Sheraton Atlanta on Thursday, August 7,
2014. Aerospace and aviation professionals from convention sponsor
FedEx, as well as Delta, Eaton Engineering, United and a number of
other companies provided BUSINESS insights as the young men
visited their active recruitment booths. Throughout the event, our boys
interacted with ENGINEERING practitioners, pilots, designers,
cartographers and other SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY professionals. To culminate, boys disseminated
throughout the banquet hall for one-on-one lunch meetings with these industry leaders Many thanks to
Mr. Woodyard for shepherding our participation, under Mr. Womack's leadership; and for the invaluable
support of the B.E.S.T After-School All-Stars faculty and staff.

Service-learning

Service-learning is a vital component of After-School All-Stars. The
Price Middle School After-School All-Stars participated in a
Community Service project focused on "giving back" where students
constructed 45 beautiful harvest baskets with fruit and peppermints for
the senior living community at the Betmar Villages in Atlanta. For the
Thanksgiving holiday, they wanted to show their gratitude to the elderly
community and direct their talents for public good. Long Middle
School hosted the "Health Fair to Promote the Awareness of Eating
Healthy Snacks and Knowing Nutritional Facts." The main focus was
on advocating for the importance of living healthy lives in school and in
the community, and this took place during College and Career
Motivation Week. Also, Brown Middle School collected toiletries for
the children at City of Refuge while the kids at Young Middle School
had a sock drive to benefit City of Refuge. We are proud of our
students for making such a difference in the communities that they
serve. A special thanks to Cindy Smith from the United Brothers and
Sisters of America for collaborating with our schools on these servicelearning initiatives.
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A special thanks to Good Sports, partner of the Atlanta Falcons, for donating over $7000 worth of
sporting goods to the After-School All-Stars program. We received tennis rackets, baseball bats, soccer
balls, jump ropes, and many others. After-School All-Stars is truly grateful for the continuous
generosity of our friends from the Atlanta Falcons and Good Sports. We have also formed a very strong
partnership with the Georgia Food Bank Association, who is providing hot suppers to all the students at
the middle schools, many of these students who didn't know if they would come home to a meal at the
end of the day. But thanks to our friends at the Georgia Food Bank Association, they now know that they
will be fed at the end of the day. Additionally, we would like to acknowledge our friends at FOX Sports
South. They have generously donated HP computers, which will be distributed to our shelters, City of
Refuge and Atlanta Mission, as well as our various recreation centers. These computers will be very
valuable for helping our children practice the technical skills they will need to use in the workforce.

DANCE FOR A CURE
Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls of all ages. Have we got a story for you. The ladies at Coretta Scott
King Young Women's Leadership participated in an exceptional event in November called "Dance for a
Cure." This event was a fundraiser that addressed childhood obesity, autism, and diabetes
awareness. There were so many activities that took place, including free dance workshops, group
work-out sessions, and an opportunity to receive nutritional information. In addition, there was a "Rip
The Runaway" fashion show where the ladies showcased different outfits. Furthermore, the "After-School
All-Stars Talent Showcase" was a display of the various accomplishments of the girls in their programs.
Additional highlights of the event were a carnival, various games, and door prizes that were given during
the day. A special thanks to some of our sponsors, Born To Dance and Fuel Up To Play 60, for
supporting this event. Also, we extend our gratitude to Stacie Ford, Former Radio Disney
Choreographer and Dancer, for presenting this event, along with Streetz 94.5 Radio DJ DA-DA for being
the host, and FOX Sports South for volunteering at the event.

FAMILY NIGHT
Hosting family nights is a tradition
that our sites take part in annually and
this has also been the case this year.
Sylvan Hills Middle School held its
family night event this fall with a lot
of activities. There was an amazing
dance performance given, along with
some amazing routines from the
cheerleading team. Likewise, the AllStars Singers and Rappers, along with
Color Guard and the Sylvan Hills
Middle School Band, impressed
everybody with their showcases of
talent too. There were raffle prizes
given out and everybody was treated
to some delicious food. We are glad
this event was such a success.
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Highlights
Moving from middle school to high school can be quite a challenge for
most incoming freshmen, but for Uwezo Flewellen II, he has taken on the
challenge and exceeded the expectations of most. Uwezo is a pre-IB
student at Maynard Holbrook Jackson High School. Uwezo enjoys drama
club, chorus, and participating with his youth group at Impact Church, all
while maintaining a 3.5 GPA.. Uwezo can often be found volunteering in
the community or helping classmates with a project. His love for math and
dedication to student achievement led him to create a math tutoring
program called “Simple Math Today”. Simple Math Today is a tutoring program for middle school
students at Coan Middle School. Although math can be a difficult subject for some students, Uwezo
believes that all students can experience success in math by incorporating a peer to peer modeling
technique that both supports students with their math assignments and builds self-confidence for students
to tackle new math skills. High School students that volunteer with Simple Math Today receive service
hours for their time and talent. Uwezo plans to continue offering tutoring to After School All Stars
students and he has even raised $1000 for Price Middle School’s after-school programs. We applaud his
efforts to serve the community he lives in.
A former high school dropout, teen mom, and what many considered a
troubled-youth, Tanya Lee Culbreth, our new site coordinator of the AfterSchool All-Stars program at BEST Academy, learned early on about
feeling hopeless, angry, and simply overwhelmed. Her personal journey is
the reason she can relate to many of our youth on various levels. Because
of the community support that was put in place during her time as an
Atlanta Public Schools student, she received the support and help needed
in order to be successful through programs like Exodus Community In
Schools. She graduated with honors, represented her district as an international exchange student, and
traveled the country to share her story with other young people in hopes of encouraging her peers to stay
in school. Now, as an adult, she is honored to truly follow her calling as a family advocate, Parent
Engagement Specialist, community organizer, and a valued employee of the Atlanta Public School
System. Her commitment is to empower parents and community stakeholders in an effort to support her
students as they strive to be the very best. Her life and work today is a true testament to the power of
connecting meaningful resources and creating that community of support for our future leaders of
tomorrow. We are truly proud to have Mrs. Culbreth as a member of the All-Stars family.
Alisha Virani has been teaching nutrition with After School All Stars since
Fall 2014. She greatly enjoys teaching nutrition education to school-aged
children and allowing them to explore their creativity with food. Alisha
obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Nutritional Sciences from Michigan
State University. Currently, she is a graduate student earning her Master’s
Degree in Dietetics and Nutrition. We truly appreciate her involvement
with the After-School All-Stars program and so do the kids that she works
with. We wish her much success in her plans after graduate school.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kirk Posmantur,
Chairman of the Board
Valerie R. Jackson,
Co-Chair of the Board
Jeff Genthner
Kwanza Hall
John Schuerholz
Mike Burton
Scott Polhemus
Mark Miller
Ann Lally
Dr. Carolyn Huff

SITE COORDINATORS
Chenita Randler: Atlanta Mission
Ray Anderson: Gilbert House
Ina Williams: South Bend Recreation Center
Darrell Lutz: Bessie Branham
Chapin Payne: Grove Park
Angela Hills: Peachtree Hills
Kesha Davis and Ashley McCrary: ML King
Sonia Winbush: Rosel Fann
Patricia Latimer-Ben Hill Recreation Center

Esther Walters: Brown Middle School
Dr. Velenaia Koffi: Harper-Archer
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School
Tara Johnson: King Middle School
Tanya Culbreth: B.E.S.T. Academy
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School
Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School
Tony Jones: Long Middle School
Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA
Taig Goins: Young Middle School
Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge
Ella Bibb: Coan Park Recreation Center
Sonia Winbush: MLK Recreation Center
Anthony Molock: Dunbar Park Recreation Center

After-School All-Stars Atlanta
College of Education
Georgia State University
1 Park Place, Suite 1042
Atlanta, GA 30303

PLEASE
STAMP
HERE

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/asasatlanta
Please follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!atlantaasas
To Contact Us:
Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director
Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director
Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator
David Winslow, Program Coordinator
Jarel Small, Program Coordinator
Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator
Maurice Shaffer, Program Coordinator
Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist
Deborah Hampton, Business Manager
Xiaoyun Zang, Graduate Research Assistant
Mohamad Traore, Graduate Assistant
James Ruvalcaba, Star Volunteer

wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365
lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
mshaffer2@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
dhampton3@gsu.edu or 404-413-8150
xzhang51@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8155
crobinson@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8155
jamesviper07@yahoo.com or 404-413-8155

