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Starting The Year Off 
New Ventures 

Kick-Off Activities 

New Staff Member 

For many years After-School All-Stars has provided middle school students a 

variety of enrichment opportunities.  This year we have expanded our           

programs to community centers in Atlanta.  Also, we are happy to add the Coan 

Middle School Panthers to the After-School All-Stars family.  In addition, we 

have established a partnership with the City of Refuge, a transitional housing 

center for homeless women with children.  Not only will we be serving middle 

school students through our new partnership, but also elementary school      

students.  Our new site coordinators for these sites are Nia Baker from City of 

Refuge and Bernard Webb from Coan Middle School.  In addition, Mayor 

Kasim Reed has opened up the Centers for Hope community centers at Gilbert 

House and J.D. Sims.  We will be collaborating with these areas to offer engaging academic     experiences for the 

kids served.  And last of all, Sylvan Hills Middle School will join the After-School All-Stars family in January 

2011, thanks to a generous grant of $600,000 from the Joseph  B Whitehead Foundation.  It will be exciting to see 

the possibilities of what these new partnerships will provide for the students we serve.   

Even with all the excitement regarding our new sites, the returning middle 

schools are still kicking off the year with a bang.  Long Middle School has 

sent its students on field trips to Dairy Queen and Pizza Hut.  The kids are also 

involved with a community service project in which they collect empty ink 

cartridges and cell phones.  Also, the Mighty Mustangs of Parks Middle 

School went to the Atlanta Dream Game of the WNBA.  The kids from the 

City of Refuge visited the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Site and the     

students from King Middle School had an ice cream social.  Furthermore, our 

friends from the Atlanta Falcons, Atlanta Hawks, and Atlanta Braves have 

donated tickets to our students so they would have a chance to watch the 

sporting events.  The 2010-2011 will be an exceptional year for After-School All-Stars!    

After-School All-Stars welcomes Latreskle C. Schofield to the staff.  She 

earned a B.S. in Information Systems and a M.B.A. in Business Administration 

from Albany State University. After completing her undergraduate studies, she 

began work at her alma mater in the Registrar's Office. After working in higher 

education for eight years, her passion for helping younger students led her to 

pursue a career where she could work closely with at-risk youth. She currently 

serves as a Program Coordinator for After-School All-Stars Atlanta and will be 

working with Harper-Archer Middle School and Coretta Scott King Young 

Women's Leadership Academy, as well as our newest program at Sylvan Hills 

Middle School.  Latreskle is a native of Cordele, GA.  In her spare time, she 

enjoys volunteering with a local youth mentoring program, spending time with family, watching horror movies and 

reading.  We are privileged to have her join the staff and are confident that she will be an asset to the kids we serve. 
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   Activities 

 

Enrichment 

Field Trips 

 

This year has also been a successful year 

for field trips.  Many of the sites,        

including Harper-Archer Middle School 

and the City of Refuge, sent their kids to 

Georgia Aquarium to see marine        

animals.  The Harper-Archer Jaguars 

also participated in Dialogue In The 

Dark.  The students at Brown Middle 

School visited the Woodruff Arts      

Center, Fernbank Museum, and the 

World of Coke.  In addition, the Long Middle School Tigers went to the Young Chef Academy for lessons in 

cooking while the Mighty Mustangs of Parks Middle School went to Cascade Skating for some skating.  The 

Chattahoochee Nature Center was a destination for a field trip by the Sandy Springs Middle School Stallions, 

who learned about water testing.  After receiving a donation of tickets from the Atlanta Hawks, Coan Middle 

School and King Middle School brought their kids to the Hawks vs. Wizards game.  Many of the schools allowed 

their students to visit Metro Lanes and Games for some bowling, skating, and arcade games.  Other sites that 

were chosen for field trips were the Ice Capades, Olive Garden, and various movie theatres.  Lastly, Georgia State 

University Athletics reached out to the All-Stars kids by teaching them kicks, defense, and methods of   scoring in 

a soccer clinic.  Our kids have enjoyed going to these locations and learned a lot from them.                 

With more sites than ever, After-School All-Stars has been having its busiest 

year.  The kids at the City of Refuge have been able to hone their knowledge of 

the fine arts, physical education, nutrition, math, and language arts through the 

CORe (City of Refuge education) curriculum.  The students at the Gilbert House 

had a chance to participate in BINGO Math, Coan Middle School offered    

cheerleading for its students, and Harper-Archer Middle School, as well as 

Brown Middle School, sponsored holiday food drives to benefit families in 

need.  The ladies at Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Academy participated 

in robotics, drama, and tennis.  Brown Middle School took part in intramurals 

such as soccer, track, and softball.  Moreover, they were involved in band and 

learned about forensics through CSI, as well as public health through the citizen 

wellness workshops.  The Tigers of Long Middle School had many clubs for 

their students to join, including the Garden Club, Newspaper Club, and TV 

Broadcasting Club.  The students at Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School also 

had an exhaustive list of activities to participate in, as they were involved in the 

Debate Team, Web Design Club, Science Olympiad, Cosmetology Club, and 

the  Photography Club.  The students all had the opportunity to take part in the 

HOPSports program and engaged in workouts such as circuit training and    

martial arts.  Also, many of the schools took part in the nutrition clinics to give 

students the chance to learn how to cook nutritious foods at affordable prices.  

Other activities that the kids were able to get involved in were arts & crafts,   

international creative design, step team, and   microbiology.  Long Middle School and Brown Middle School com-

peted against each other in a basketball game in which Brown was victorious.  Overall, this fall has been a very 

successful season for After-School All-Stars Atlanta and we are looking forward to what the winter will offer them.   
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Celebrations 

Lights On 

 

 

Special events have been the cornerstone of celebrating the success of After-School All-Stars.  The City of Atlanta 

Office of Cultural Affairs hosted an evening of African Drum and Dance at Gilbert House.  This initiative, part of 

the Atlanta Music Project, consisted of dance performances being put on by Manga African Dance, Inc.  After the 

kids put on their spectacular dance performances, participants and members of the audience had food and beverages 

at a reception.  Also, Harper-Archer Middle School held a Halloween party filled with activities such as twister, 

dance, air hockey, face painting, and jewelry making.  In addition, the students at Brown Middle School had a 

Homecoming Dance. Parks Middle School hosted a pizza party for their students and the Dolphins of Brown     

Middle School had an ice cream party to celebrate the events of this month.  As a result of all these                        

accomplishments, Mayor Kasim Reed invited After-School All-Stars to The Hungry Club Forum, a special event co

-sponsored by the Georgia State University Alonzo Crim Center for Urban Educational Excellence and the Butler 

Street YMCA.  At this forum Mayor Reed recognized agencies that contributed to the growth of the city of Atlanta.  

Moreover, he spoke about his background in politics and his goals of transforming Atlanta into a more prosperous 

city.  Other representatives at the event gave speeches about the importance of investing in Atlanta, including   

Senator Leroy Johnson and Doug Shipman, the Hungry Club Committee Chair.  The audience also had a chance to 

dine on delicious food to honor the organizations recognized.  2010 has definitely been a year to celebrate!    

 

Lights On Afterschool has been a tradition of After-School All-Stars for many years and 

each year we partner with other organizations.   This year the event took place at       

Whitefoord Elementary School, with various presentations offered to the                          

participants.  Displays consisted of dance, chess, drama, karate, computer programs, and 

other types of demonstrations.  Other organizations that collaborated with After-School 

All-Stars in this event included the Whitefoord Community, Boys & Girls Club, Intel 

Clubhouse, and East Lake YMCA.  After the demonstrations, participants enjoyed great 

food to celebrate the value that after-school programs bring to the community.  We look 

forward to next year's Lights On Afterschool event.  
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Our friends at  Kraft have come through for us again by providing a $5000 grant to support After-School All-Stars 

Atlanta.  Carmen Bailey and Christina Taylor from the Kraft Bakery, along with Jarel Small from After-School All-

Stars Atlanta, put together a large number of field day activities at Parks Middle School for "A Delicious             

Difference."  These activities ranged from 3-legged races and inflatable games to hula hoop challenges, tug-o-wars, 

and jousting competitions.  The Mighty Mustangs were able to develop their speed, endurance, and balancing skills 

while carrying raw eggs on spoons, jumping rope, and throwing dodgeballs.  Throughout the day the kids were 

placed in various stations and got a chance to rotate to the different activities that took place.  Our corporate       

partners at Kraft also provided food and refreshments to the students to teach them the importance of not only      

exercising, but eating nutritious foods.  They dined on fruit, seafood pasta, and quenched their thirst with pineapple-

orange juice.  At the end of the day, iPod shuffles were raffled as prizes to students.  After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

extends a special thanks to the fifty volunteers at Kraft for donating their time which made this event so               

successful for the kids we serve.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Delicious Difference 

Activity # 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Enrichments 

Dodgeball Challenge 

Jump Rope Challenge 

3-Legged Race 

Spoon Race 

Inflatable Obstacle Course 

Inflatable Jousting Duel 

Inflatable Boxing Duel 

Tug-O-War 

Free Throw Challenge 

Hula Hoop Challange 

Location 

Gym 

Gym 

Field 

Field 

Field 

Field 

Field 

Field 

Basketball Court 

Basketball Court 
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Called To Teach 

Touchdown 
The Atlanta Falcons have always shown their commitment to the kids we 

serve and now three of the players visited Sandy Springs Middle School to see 

their wonderful enrichment opportunities.  John Abraham, Erik Coleman and 

Kroy Biermann, three of the defensive players, have generously donated their 

time to watch the programs.  Before observing the activities, the three athletes 

passed out snacks to all the kids.  Afterwards, they observed the nutrition class 

and even assisted the students with cooking the different foods.  In addition, 

they had a chance to see the Sandy Springs Stallions perform   martial arts and 

dance routines through the HOPSports program.  Likewise, they helped the 

kids build solar powered remote-control cars after witnessing the                

project-based learning program.  At the end of the day the students were      

listening to the football players tell the students about the value of staying in school and staying out of trouble.  The 

kids all asked them questions and later on students from the nutrition class gave the athletes pancakes as a token of 

their appreciation.  This was a spectacular event and we can't thank the Atlanta Falcons enough for their kindness. 

Belita Hamilton, an instructor for the After-School All-Stars program at Brown 

Middle School for two years, has received many accolades for her contributions 

to education.  She has been recognized as the 2010 Brown Middle School 

Teacher of the Year, Atlanta Public School’s Middle School Teacher of the 

Year and Atlanta Public School’s Overall District Teacher of the Year.  She has 

benefited our kids by using innovative techniques to teach math to students, has 

been in charge of the Hip Hop Studio, HOPSPorts program, and cheerleading at 

Brown Middle School.  As a native of Atlanta, GA and the youngest of six   

children, her parents instilled in her at a very early age the importance of an 

education. Both of her parents at one point in their lives were educators. In the 

4th grade she became a student in the Atlanta Public School System, attending Fickett Elementary School, Bunche 

Middle School, and Mays High School.  Once Belita decided that she wanted to become a teacher, she knew that 

she had to give back to the community that opened many doors for her to be successful.  She has been blessed to 

work within dynamic professional learning communities that are made up of master teachers. These master teachers 

encouraged her not to assume that her duties remained in the four walls of her classroom, nor did her duty end at 

3:45. These teachers taught Belita the importance of working as a team player, participating in professional        

development, getting parents involved, and most importantly, establishing a positive and respectful relationship 

amongst students. Mrs. Hamilton could acknowledge each master teacher that influenced her, but instead she      

recognized that they all had one common denominator; the vigilance to make a positive impact on the lives of our 

youth.  We would like to thank Belita Hamilton for all she does to improve the lives of the kids we serve and for the 

impact she has made in educating students at Brown Middle School in general. 
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Marcus FoundationMarcus FoundationMarcus Foundation   
Joseph B. Whitehead FoundationJoseph B. Whitehead FoundationJoseph B. Whitehead Foundation   

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur,  
Chairman of the Board 

Valerie R. Jackson,  
Co-Chair of the Board 

Kwanza Hall 
John Schuerholz 

Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Mark Miller 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Barry Donovan 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Jill Riemer 
Gail Hayes 

Laureen Lamb 
Kwanza Hall 

Kathy Augustine 
Dr. Carolyn Huff 

Dr. Roy H. Forbes 
Kirk Posmantur 

SITE COORDINATORS 
Joyce Thomas: Brown Middle School        Linda Smith: Coretta Scott King  
Dion Sanford: Parks Middle School           Dr. Velanaia  Koffi: Harper-Archer 
Tony Jones: Long Middle School     Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy 
Clara Taylor: King Middle School           Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School 
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs                Nia Baker: City of Refuge 



To Contact Us: 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director   lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator    yanna04@yahoo.com or 404-413-8355 

Latreskle Schofield, Program Coordinator  latreskle.schofield@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator  dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist   kingab@langate.gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8357 

 

The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential, 
where they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens,     
technologically competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for            
academic success. 
 
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative            
leadership where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more       
opportunities for academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and 
emotional adjustment.    

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

Department of Kinesiology and Health 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3975 

125 Decatur Street, Room 137 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3975 


