
What’s Inside__________________________________________________________   _  

Programs…………………………………………………………………………………...2 

More Activities ……..……………………………………………………………………...3 

Atlanta Dogwood Festival...………..……...……………………………………………….4 

Special Events...…..….……..……………………………………………………………...5 

Highlights…...……………………………………………………………………………...6 

Our Supporters……………………………………………………………………………..7 

 



 Page 2 

   Programs 
 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 
 

Enrichment 

Scholastic World 

Chess 

Jazz 

Painting 

Hip Hop Studio 

Service-Learning 

Outdoor Recreation 

Robotics 

Geography 

Writing 

Science 

Technology 

Engineering 

Mathematics 

Band 

Debate Team 

Pep Squad 

Reading Club 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic success is one of the core areas that After-School   

All-Stars stresses.  The Dolphins of Brown Middle School 

honed their skills in mathematics through CRCT preparation 

and the children at Gilbert House read "Mae Jemison: Space 

Scientist" to develop their skills in finding and describing main 

ideas in stories.  The kids at Price Middle School and Sandy 

Springs Middle School built robots that performed simple  

commands such as walking forward, backward, and sideways 

for the robotics program and the students at Harper-Archer 

Middle School built simulated universities through “We Are 

Ready” to model the gap between middle school and college 

academics.  JD Sims had their kids to complete projects for  

career week, with assignments such as creating objects by using 

simple machines and writing about their fields of interest.  The 

7th and 8th grade students of Coretta Scott King Young                

Women’s Leadership Academy learned about careers in                

science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics at the 

GOTR Leadership Camp.  We are happy to know that our             

students are able to learn so much from these activities and 

have a good time participating in them as well.   

After-School All-Stars offers our students a large number of activities 

to participate in, and this spring was no exception.  The musicians of 

Harper-Archer Middle School expressed their vocal talents through 

jazz class while the Chess Team at Brown Middle School competed 

and won against Drew Charter Middle School in a chess tournament.  

The artists at  Sylvan Hills Middle School created storyboards,                

wax-resistant paintings, flower pens, and paper collages as part of their 

art enrichment.  The Bears at Coan Middle School  participated in Hip 

Hop Studio to create musical public service announcements about               

social issues in the community and the kids at Young Middle School 

were  involved in a number of outdoor recreational activities through                  

Mosiah’s Roots.  The children at South Bend put on a spring concert 

and played music from Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and Vivaldi.  Kids at 

City of Refuge picked up trash in their neighborhoods, the Tigers of 

Long Middle School collected clothing for the homeless, and the boys 

at BEST Academy put together an anti-bullying PSA. Many service-

learning projects were done in collaboration with Cindy Smith from 

the United Brothers and Sisters.  Overall, our kids had a fabulous time 

taking part in all these enrichment programs.  
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More Activities 
 

Field Trips 

Health And Fitness 

Field trips play a pivotal role in the After-School All-Stars experience.   Students from our schools wrote 

speeches to market MetroPCS phones and were given kits to learn the value of brand management.  The 

ladies at Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership Academy, in partnership with AmeriSCORES, 

traveled to The White House to celebrate the LA Galaxy's Major League Soccer championship with  

President Barack Obama and did a tour around Washington, DC.  Students also went to the CNN Center 

for an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour and learned about careers in journalism, broadcasting, and media 

communications.  The gentlemen at BEST Academy visited New Orleans to explore colleges such as 

Lousiana State University, Southern University, Xavier, and Tulane University.  The Jaguars of                

Harper-Archer Middle School went to the Atlanta Hawks  Basketball Game, and visited Six Flags while 

the children at City of Refuge showcased their musical talents at Atlanta Girl's School through                     

spectacular dance  performances.  The students at King Middle School went to Home Depot and learned 

from Mr. Billionaire P.A., an entrepreneur and public speaker, about the importance of making goals and 

becoming successful in life.  The Bears at Sylvan Hills Middle School went to a college fair at the                    

Atlanta Civic Center and watched students from Greek organizations put on a step show.   As always, our 

kids have a lot of fun at these various destinations for their field trips.  The Stallions of Sandy Springs 

Middle School watched the Atlanta Braves v.s. Washington Nationals game at Turner Field after                   

receiving ticket donations from the Sandy Springs Education Force.  These field trips offered our                     

students a large number of opportunities to both learn and have a good time and they are all looking for-

ward to the destinations they will visit during the 2013 Summer Academies.         

Exercise and nutrition are key elements of the After-School All-Stars 

program.  With special thanks to the Atlanta Falcons Youth             

Foundation, the gentlemen at BEST Academy planted flowers, as well 

as harvested tomatoes, lettuce, and cucumbers, through the Gardening 

Club while the children at City of Refuge put some finishing touches 

on their community garden after receiving donations of fruit trees 

from Concrete Jungle.  The Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle School 

demonstrated their athletic skills through dance, martial arts, and step 

team, the Panthers of Coan Middle School took part in baseball and 

cheerleading, and the students at King Middle School participated in track & field.  The Tigers of Long 

Middle School made use of the Atlanta Falcons’ HOPSports unit to engage in workout routines such as 

breakdancing and pilates.  Also, the children at City of Refuge  competed in tournaments through Soccer 

in the Streets.  Our students got a lot of exercise, learned much about healthy eating habits, and enjoyed 

themselves through all these activities. 
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 Atlanta Dogwood Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture it.  Music, dance, warm weather, and hands clapping on April 20th, 2013.  That's the routine               

every year when our students are invited to perform at the Atlanta Dogwood Festival, and this year was 

no different.  The Elite Steppers of Brown Middle School showcased their spectacular dance routines 

while the Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle School, as well as the Tigers of Price Middle School and 

Wolves of Young Middle School, put on their groove with exceptional dance performances of their 

own.  The PEP band of Long Middle School demonstrated their talents with incredible music and the 

dancers of Sylvan Hills Middle School demonstrated their phenomenal singing abilities through gospel 

music.  The students even had a chance to perform in front of CBS-TV through live television.  After the 

performances, the students walked around Piedmont Park to see the art work, paintings, crafts, and other 

displays at the event.  We congratulate our students for all their hard work and we are looking to what the 

Dogwood Festival will have in store for them next year.  
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Special Events 

Devin Harris 

Family Nights 

At the end of every semester the All-Stars kids celebrate the success of 

the program with their family members.  The boys at BEST Academy  

participated in inflatable obstacle courses such as bungee run, the kids 

at Brown Middle School, as well as the students of Price Middle 

School,  presented what they learned in their year-round activities to 

their parents, and the Bears of Coan Middle School played different 

games in the gym.  The ladies at Coretta Scott King Young Women’s 

Leadership Academy, along with the ASAS Dancing Divas at Young 

Middle School, demonstrated their talents with a number of                    

spectacular performances to their family members, the students at 

King Middle School took part in a large variety of carnival games such 

as extreme slide and played videogames while Harper-Archer Middle 

School held an event to recognize the students for all their                         

accomplishments.  The Tigers of Long Middle School played Frisbee 

games, basketball, and put on their groove through dance.  In addition, 

they were honored for their achievements at an athletic banquet and 

the 8th grade students celebrated their inductions into high school with 

their parents at the Ebony & Ivory Affair.  The Stallions of Sandy 

Springs Middle School danced the night off and had a pizza party,  

family members of the children at JD Sims enjoyed music at the              

Atlanta Music Project, and the children at City of Refuge had a               

cookout with their families.  As always, everybody enjoyed                    

themselves at the events.  A special thanks goes to FOX Sports for  

donating prizes and serving food to our students and their families. 

Devin Harris, player number 34 of the Atlanta Hawks, came to 

BEST Academy to speak to the students about how he got to where 

he is today.  He told the students about the importance of striving 

for excellence in education and working hard at any goal one 

sets.  He also talked to them about his life before playing for the 

Atlanta Hawks, including the time he spent practicing to become a 

skilled player, his efforts to do well in school, and the people in his 

life that helped him get to where he is right now.  Mr. Harris               

encouraged everybody about the importance of teamwork, as no one 

player is more important than anybody else and that every         

player is vital to the performance of the entire team.  He also visited 

the different enrichment programs and observed, as well as                  

participated in, activities such as nutrition, robotics, and                           

academics.  This event was featured on Fox Sports as part of 

"Hoops Heroes."  At the end he signed T-shirts of the kids and gave 

them his autograph.  We appreciate the time that Devin Harris took 

to inspire the students we serve.   



Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
Jasmine Johnson is 

one of the staff at 

Sylvan Hills Middle 

School that works 

with the “We Are 

Ready” program for 

After-School All-

Stars.  She prepares 

her 7th grade and 8th grade students for high 

school and college by helping them with SAT  

practice, teaching them about financial aid, and 

other methods.  She was the salutatorian at Booker 

T. Washington High School and is currently             

working on her Bachelor of Arts in English at 

Georgia State University.  Jasmine is also a                 

recipient of the Gates Millennium Scholarship.  

She is also working on her own nonprofit                   

organization, with a mission of providing back-to-

school supplies and free individual tutorials to             

students whose parents can’t afford these services.  

She has an adamant passion for helping the youth 

achieve their hopes and dreams in life.     

Transitioning from 

middle school to 

high school can be 

quite a challenge 

for most incoming 

freshman.  Uwezo 

Flewellen, alumni 

of Coan Middle 

School and pre-IB student at Maynard Holbrook 

Jackson High School, has taken on the challenge.  

His love for math and dedication to student 

achievement led him to create a math-tutoring              

program called “Simple Math Today,” which is 

offered to students at Coan Middle School.  Uwezo 

maintains a 3.5 GPA while being active in drama 

club, chorus, and his youth group at Impact 

Church.  He often volunteers in the community and 

helps classmates with their projects as well.        

Although math can be a challenging subject,             

Uwezo believes that all students can achieve             

success in math by incorporating a peer-to-peer 

modeling technique.      

Elisha Hodgin, the 

site coordinator at 

City of Refuge, 

grew up in Georgia 

as a part of a big 

missionary family.  

The ongoing years 

of school, church 

and extracurricular activities were highlighted by 

mission trips all around the world including Ghana, 

Peru, Uganda, Mexico and Scotland.  Early on in 

life she fell in love with the world of theater. She 

studied theater at Georgia College and State                

University where she got her Bachelor's Degree in 

Directing and Theatre Performance. Upon moving 

to Atlanta and working various jobs at theatres in 

surrounding areas she decided to get back into her 

calling, which she believes is Children's Ministry.  

She is continuing to nurture her calling by serving 

the children and families in City of Refuge, as well 

as directing at a theatre in Decatur called The     

Renaissance Project.     
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur,  
Chairman of the Board 

Valerie R. Jackson,  
Co-Chair of the Board 

Kwanza Hall 
John Schuerholz 

Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Mark Miller 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Barry Donovan 

SITE COORDINATORS 
Gloria Turner: Brown Middle School         Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School  
Dr. Velenaia  Koffi: Harper-Archer  Tony Jones: Long Middle School 
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge 
Tara Johnson: King Middle School        Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School 
Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy    Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA 
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School  James Rawls: Young Middle School 
Gerard A. Jackson: Gilbert House  Ina Williams: South Bend Recreation Center 
Ray Anderson: J.D. Sims Recreation Center 



To Contact Us: 

 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director   lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator    yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator  dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator  sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist   gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

James Ruvalcaba, Star Volunteer 
    

 

 

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

Department of Kinesiology and Health 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3975 

125 Decatur Street, Room 137 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3975 

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/asasatlanta 

Please follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!atlantaasas 


