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Programs
Enrichment
Community Service

Field Trips

Reaching out to the community is
a big part of the After-School AllStars experience. Price Middle
School’s kids created Valentine’s
Day baskets for the residents of
the
local
Senior
Citizen’s
Community Center and the
students at Brown Middle School
and Sylvan Hills Middle School
collected canned goods for
families in need. The ladies at
Coretta Scott King Academy made
snack baskets for the elderly at the
Manor Senior Living Facility
while the Jaguars of HarperArcher Middle School put on a
skit to raise awareness of the
dangers of littering. Furthermore,
the children at City of refuge took
part in a plant gardening initiative.
Special thanks to Cindy Smith
from the United Brothers and
Sisters of America for engaging
our students in these philanthropic
projects and initiatives.

There is never a shortage of field
trips that our students go on. Price
Middle School and Sandy Springs
Middle School competed in the
First Lego Robotics Competition
while the ROBOTICS Team at the
BEST Academy advanced from
the FLL Qualifer to the SuperRegionals Competition, which
took place at Clayton State
University. The Dolphins of
Brown Middle School took a tour
of the University of Georgia, boys
at BEST visited Georgia State
University, and students at Brown
Middle School went to Agnes
Scott College, Georgia Tech, and
Spelman College. The kids at
Young Middle School went on a
hike at the Outdoor Recreation
Center with Coach Joy from
Mosiah’s Roots. Our students
really enjoyed the variety of
destinations that they had a chance
to visit.

Academic Excellence
After-School All-Stars strives to provide academically engaging activities for our kids. The boys at
BEST Academy were taught the basics of electricity and current from electrochemical cells from food
through a project-based learning unit called Power Your World while the kids at South Bend took part in
Baking With Math And Science to learn math and science problems through cooking. Also, South Bend
gave its kids the opportunity to improve their knowledge of geography through studying maps of the
United States and the rest of the world, as well as exploring music, art, and food of other countries. The
Dolphins of Brown Middle School practiced their math and reading skills at computer labs, the Coan
Middle School Panthers learned about satellites and radar images through The Weather curriculum, and
Gilbert House hosted the Social/Science Fair Project to give its children the chance to gather information
about the world from books, the Internet, and magazines. The ladies of Coretta Scott King Young
Women’s Leadership Academy prepared for the CRCT math portion through a website that was created
to emphasize the skills needed for algebra, geometry, numbers, and operations. Our students truly
learned a lot and had fun at the same time during these activities.

Page 3

More Activities
Health And Fitness
Our students participate in numerous recreational activities so
they can stay in shape. The Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle
School got some great workouts through dance, martial arts,
and step team while also taking part in team sports such as
basketball and kickball. The Panthers of Coan Middle School
have kept busy with basketball, softball, double dutch, and
cheerleading while the Tigers of Long Middle School participated in pilates, breakdancing, and other workout routines
through the HOPSports exercise unit. Also, they participated
in track & field. The young athletes of Coretta Scott King
Young Women's Leadership Academy practiced their tennis
skills and the gentlemen at the BEST Academy were involved
in Golf class. When it comes to physical fitness, After-School
All-Stars never fails to get its students active.

Our gardening and nutrition programs
have given the students we serve a
plethora of opportunities to prepare both
healthy and delicious foods. The
students from Harper-Archer Middle
School made fruit smoothies, turkey
wraps with Quinoa, trail mix, salad, and
a variety of other nutritious meals. The
Tigers of Long Middle School prepared
fruits such as papayas, mangos, and
passion fruit while the chefs at Young
Middle School cooked egg white
omelets with veggie and cheese toppings
and were taught about protein in beans,
nuts, and other foods. Our students
enjoyed both making and trying out all
the yummy cuisines that were offered
through the nutrition clinics.

Learning Is Fun
There are so many opportunities for our students to learn through the
abundant programs we offer. The students of King Middle School
learned about bacteria and antibiotics from the Microbiology
enrichment, the residents at City of Refuge built cars to use for a race
that will be taking place in March, and the gentlemen at the BEST
Academy got a tour of Fox Sports Studios to learn about pre- and post
-NBA and MLB show production through the CEO program. In
addition, the students at Young Middle School and Price Middle
School were taught about their individual rights and liberties from
students at Emory University, Also, the Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle School learned about Jazz,
the Tigers of Price Middle School were taught about manipulating objects and creating building modules
through the new Brick Lab project-based learning unit, and the Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle
School found out about African-American history from songs at the Alvin Ailey Dance Performance. A
special thanks to Dr. Anton Puvirajah, Steve Harmon, and Brenden Calandra for putting together the
project-based learning modules in our program.
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Special Events
Dr. Martin Luther King Day of Service
When it comes to serving the community, the After-School All-Stars students decided to take a "day on
not a day off" during the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. The students of King Middle School painted a
mural for the residents of the Georgia Avenue Highrise, which is an assisted living center for the
elderly. The Bears of Sylvan Hills Middle School revitalized their school by participating in cleanup
projects and painting the entrance. The ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership
Academy contributed to their community by constructing garden benches and raised beds, as well as
painting in the music center. After a long but rewarding day of volunteering, the kids were treated to a
Hawks game at the CNN Center, courtesy of FOX Sports. After-School All-Stars truly appreciates its
collaboration with FOX Sports on this effort to engage the students we serve in civic-based projects.

Black History Expo
In honor of Black History Month, After-School All-Stars worked with the National College Resources
Foundation to sponsor a Black College Expo at the Cobb Galleria Center. The goal of the National
College Resources Foundation is to reduce high school drop out rates and increase the number of
students that enroll in college. This event provided students at Brown Middle School, Harper-Archer
Middle School, Price Middle School, and the BEST Academy to have a chance to speak with
representatives from historically black colleges and universities including Spelman College. The kids
had the opportunity to learn about internships and career opportunities through the Career, Internship, &
Vocational Expo. They were taught about getting admitted into college and finding financial aid and
seeking scholarships through various sources. A step show and various musical performances were
available for students after the expo. There were guest celebrities that were in attendance too. We
extend a special thanks to Ms. Kevona Scott, Outreach Manager for the National College Resources
Foundation and Actor/Comedian Kel Mitchell for hosting the expo.
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Family Nights
Angel Tree Project
Every year City of Refuge, in partnership with the Georgia State University College of Education, hosts
its annual Angel Tree giving project. This year was no exception, as the students, faculty, and staff of
GSU picked out names from the tree and purchased gifts based on the wish list of the children they
chose. At the event the kids sang Christmas carols, dined on some delicious food, and had a visit from
none other than Santa Claus. But no part of the night was more memorable than when the children were
filled with joy, opening up their presents. The children were given gifts such as sports supplies, movies,
clothes, and other many other wonderful toys. This was a spectacular day and the kids are looking forward to next year's Angel Tree project - And so are we!

More Family Nights
The students and their family members get a chance to reflect on the
successes of After-School All-Stars through the family night events
each year. The gentlemen at the BEST Academy demonstrated their
skills in robotics and guitar class, the Panthers at Coan Middle School
collected toys and canned goods, and Price Middle School allowed
family members to take a tour of the various activities in which the
students participate. In addition, the ladies at Coretta Scott King
Young Women's Leadership Academy demonstrated what they learned
in After-School All-Stars to their family members. The kids at King
Middle School took part in a variety of carnival games and inflatable
obstacle courses while the Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle School
showcased their talents in martial arts, hip hop dance, and science
experiments. Furthermore, the Foxes of Young Middle School recited
poetry, Long Middle School Tigers put on some extravagant musical
presentations, and the Dolphins of Brown Middle School gave their
family members a night to remember through their incredible band,
choir, and step team performances. In addition, the students at Brown
Middle School presented Knotting Quilts that would be given to
soldiers and homeless families. The Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle
School put on some theatrical holiday plays and sang Christmas carols
while the children at Gilbert House delivered some phenomenal ballet
routines. Everybody thoroughly enjoyed these nights and are excited
about what's next for After-School All-Stars.
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Highlights
I am Gaurav Bhatia,
the Public Relations
Specialist of AfterSchool All-Stars. I
am involved in
other causes too. I
currently teach a
web design class at
Savannah College of Art and Design. Also, I
currently have a project that I started called Seeds
of Sharing, which is designed to (1) collect in-kind
donations such as books to give to Books For
Africa or (2) create systematic changes in the
community through education, the media, and other
methods. In addition, I am is taking Spanish
classes at the Latin American Association. I am a
first generation American, as my parents, as well as
my older brother, were born in India. Me and my
twin brother were born in New York and then
resided in New Jersey with our family before we
moved to Georgia at the age of nine. My favorite
food is rice from all parts of the world.

Hey my name is
Stan Jackson and I
am
a
Program
Coordinator for the
After School All
Stars program. I
am also a football
referee and basketball referee around the city. I’ve also refereed in
many parts of the country in tournaments and adult
league programs. I have been refereeing for the
pass 15 years, and really enjoying teaching the
children. I’ve played college football and wanted
to continue being around the game and also
coached basketball and flag football at a local
alternative school for three years. This helps me
give back to the community and also keeps me in
great shape. I attended college at Fort Valley
State College, located in Fort Valley, GA and
received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Marketing. Thanks for taking the time to learn a
little more about me.

In addition to his
current role as a
volunteer with the
After School AllStars program, our
very own James
Ruvalcaba is also
a volunteer with
many organizations devoted to helping veterans.
He is the Judge Advocate for the Fayette County
Marine Corps League where he assists with the
Marine Toys for Tots drive; he is a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in Peachtree City; and he
volunteers with Congressman Westmoreland’s
district office with veteran related issues. James
also enjoys mentoring youth in the area. He is an
assistant track coach with Rising Star Middle
School and is available to mentor our middle
schools students about being a pilot in the Marine
Corps. He recently gave a well received aviation
and education-related mentoring presentation to the
students at Sylvan Middle School.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kirk Posmantur,
Chairman of the Board
Valerie R. Jackson,
Co-Chair of the Board
Kwanza Hall
John Schuerholz
Don Waddell
Mike Burton
Scott Polhemus
Mark Miller
Damion Carufe
Ann Lally
Dr. Carolyn Huff
Barry Donovan

SITE COORDINATORS
Gloria Turner: Brown Middle School
Dr. Velenaia Koffi: Harper-Archer
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School
Tara Johnson: King Middle School
Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School
Gerard A. Jackson: Gilbert House
Ray Anderson: J.D. Sims Recreation Center

Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School
Tony Jones: Long Middle School
Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge
Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School
Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA
James Rawls: Young Middle School
Ina Williams: South Bend Recreation Center

After-School All-Stars Atlanta
Department of Kinesiology and Health
Georgia State University
P.O. Box 3975
125 Decatur Street, Room 137
Atlanta, GA 30302-3975

PLEASE
STAMP
HERE

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/asasatlanta
Please follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!atlantaasas
To Contact Us:
Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director
Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director
Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator
David Winslow, Program Coordinator
Jarel Small, Program Coordinator
Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator
Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist
Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow
Zeldayah Wright, Accounting Clerk
James Ruvalcaba, Star Volunteer

wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365
lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
eandrews@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
zwright3@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355

