After-School All-Stars
Atlanta had its humble
beginnings at Martin
Luther King Jr. Middle
School in 1999. Ever since
then it has expanded into
the exceptional program
that it is today, serving
nine schools and over 2000
students each day. AfterSchool All-Stars Atlanta
has been enriching the lives of middle school students in six key
areas: academic remediation, sports & recreation, career
development, technology, cultural enrichment, and parental
involvement. This Fall our schools have been as busy as ever,
as the activities that the kids have participated in were in
abundance. Additional partnerships have been formed, there
have been new special events that have taken place, and a whole
lot more! Do you want to know what else has been going on?
Then turn to page 2 and see what we’ve been offering.
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Project-Based Learning
This year After-School All-Stars Atlanta has put a strong priority on project-based learning, as it offers kids more
engaging learning opportunities than what is available in most classroom settings. The students were able to get a
crash course in forensics through Crime Scene Investigators Atlanta, a program which teaches children the process
of collecting evidence to solve crimes. These methods included going to the scenes of the crimes, taking pictures,
writing notes, and testifying in court. CSI Atlanta also taught participants the role that police have in solving
crimes. The clinic was divided into several different modules, including fiber identification, powder investigation,
body measurement and fingerprint analysis, DNA extraction, and chromatography. Materials such as flashlights,
metal tweezers for collecting fibers, masking tape to be used when outlining a victim’s body, and magnifying
lenses were used to make this program possible. The students also took a fiber flame test to interpret odors and
burns during a fiber analysis. In addition, participants of the CSI Atlanta program learned about the history of
body measurements and personal identification systems. The After-School All-Stars Atlanta kids also learned
about running a zoo by playing Zoo Tycoon and received lessons in history, politics, and geography from the
computer game Civilization. Through Zoo Tycoon the students were divided into four groups that represented
individual regions of Zoo Atlanta, which were the Asian Forest, African Rain Forest, African Plains, and the
Orkins Children Zoo and Wetlands. Furthermore, the students supplemented their learning sessions by watching
Madagascar while designing their zoos. At the end the students made decisions on how to generate the most profit
from the designs of their zoos. While playing Civilization the students were taught how to advance their
civilizations in different climate regions, used maps to find different parts of the world, constructed buildings, and
learned about the rise and fall of empires. The kids also participated in the Hip Hop Studio program to display
their musical talents while practicing math, science, English, and other core subject areas. For example, they used
the Mac Recording Studio to write songs about evaporation and condensation and created rap lyrics on slavery, the
Civil War, and current events regarding politics. The kids thoroughly enjoyed the educational and entertaining
opportunities that these projects offered them. After-School All-Stars extends a special thanks to Dr. Anton
Puvirajah, Dr. Steve Harmon, and Dr. Brendan Collandra from the Department of Middle-Secondary Education for
their efforts to introduce these initiatives.
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More Activities
Enrichment
Cool Schools
There are no limits to the enriching opportunities that After-School All-Stars
Atlanta promises the students that it serves. The students of Sandy Springs
Middle School learned about animal husbandry from the Captain Planet Foundation, took part in a martial arts clinic, and learned about fire safety from the Fire
Department. Volunteers from Atlanta Dream engaged students of the AfterSchool All-Stars in a reading clinic called "Reading Time Out" to help them
enhance their reading comprehension skills and learn new vocabulary. The
gentlemen of the B.E.S.T. Academy for Boys participated in an activity called
“Thanksgiving Around The World.” During this day they tried out foods from
other countries. Harper-Archer Middle School hosted a Halloween dance in
which the kids honored Michael Jackson’s memory by playing his songs.

Community Service
In the spirit of giving, the After-School All-Stars Atlanta community did their part
to help out people in need. The ladies of Coretta Scott King volunteered to sort
and pack boxes of food at the Atlanta Community Food Bank. The kids at Sandy
Springs Middle School participated in a neighborhood cleanup, Turner's students
had a bake sale to raise money for Fort McPherson, and the Mighty Mustangs of
Parks Middle School participated in a fundraising effort for a local
hospital. Students from Parks were also involved in a community garden where
they donated the food to those who were hungry. The After-School All-Stars
Student Council at Long Middle School organized a food drive called “Feed
Families for Thanksgiving.” They donated 200 non-perishable items and six
turkeys in food baskets to six underprivileged families for a Thanksgiving Day
Feast. The Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle School and kids at Brown Middle
School took part in a similar food drive for local families. The After-School AllStars kids should be commended for their dedication to service!

Field Trips
There is never a shortage of field trips for the participants of After-School All-Stars Atlanta. This Fall there has
been a strong emphasis on college planning, as the ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership
Academy went to Georgia Tech for a college tour and the Mighty Mustangs of Parks Middle School visited Fort
Valley State University. In addition, the students of Coretta Scott King went to Spellman College and Agnes Scott
College for tours. Students from Brown and Long visited Metro Skates, the kids from Turner saw the Michael
Jackson biography, and the students from Coretta Scott King visited the vegetable garden at the Pumpkin Patch in
Stockbridge, GA. The Tigers of Long dined at Steak & Shake and The Varsity while the Civic Center was a
destination for the students of King Middle School to learn about African American culture at the “America I Am”
Exhibition. This exhibition allowed the students to learn about the impact that African Americans made in this
country, as they saw over 300 rare and original objects from the 1600s to the present.
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Let The Games Begin
Tennis
Throughout the years After-School All-Stars Atlanta has rapidly
expanded the number of activities that are provided to the kids that are
served. Thanks to the generous support of so many dedicated partners,
we serve thousands of students each day. Just recently After-School AllStars Atlanta has formed a new partnership with the United States Tennis
Association to conduct a tennis workshop for students from the B.E.S.T.
Academy, Sandy Springs Middle School, Long Middle School, and
Harper-Archer Middle School. Hosted at Woodward Academy, the
Recreation Coaches Workshop gave the students an opportunity to learn
how to play tennis. Trainers of the U.S. Tennis Association (U.S.T.A)
taught the students a variety of tennis strokes. This event was a success,
and After-School All-Stars extends its utmost gratitude to its new
partner, the U.S.T.A., along with the Georgia Afterschool Investment
Council and United Way, for co-organizing this event.

More Sports
Sports have been a large part of After-School All-Stars Atlanta ever since
the organization started as the Inner-City Games in 1994. The Mighty
Mustangs of Parks Middle School participated in a baseball clinic at East
Lake YMCA, which was hosted by The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation. The
kids at Turner, as well, participated in the Cal Ripken baseball clinic, as
they had an opportunity to learn various pitching, tossing, and running
drills. The students also participated in some friendly competition, as the
football teams of Brown Middle School competed against the football
team at Long Middle School. Likewise, the Mighty Mustangs of Parks
Middle School had a championship football game against Harper-Archer
Middle School. In addition to football, the students at Brown Middle
School also participated in softball and cheerleading. This Fall has been
an absolute blast for the kids, as the variety of athletic activities were
greater than ever.

Justin Blalock, a former All-American Texas Longhorn
and current offensive lineman for the Atlanta Falcons,
donated tickets to the After-School All-Stars Atlanta
program so the schools were able to send their students to
the football games. Mr. Blalock also donated T-shirts for
the kids to wear, as well as red and black wrist
bands. Mr. Blalock is a great role model for After-School
All-Stars Atlanta. We are looking forward to working
closely with him as a number of projects are being
planned. As always, we truly appreciate the generosity of
our good friends at the Atlanta Falcons, and so do the kids
we serve.

After-School All-Stars Atlanta has shared a long
partnership with Georgia State University
Athletics. This month the Mighty Mustangs of Parks
Middle School and students from Long Middle School
watched the Georgia State University vs. Virginia
Commonwealth University game. The students also
participated in their own volleyball matches against
another youth organization. The kids from Parks
Middle School participated in a speed match against
the Boys & Girls Club, and the Mighty Mustangs
scored a victory. The Georgia State University Band
saluted the volleyball players and the students.
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Major Highlights
Parks Mustangs
Parks Middle School is known for its large community events and this month
they kicked off the year with a major family night. "Kicking the Year Off
Right" was an event that introduced parents to services available to them and
their kids, including the Parks Pals Mentoring Program, which gives
volunteers a chance to build mentor relationships with students of Parks
Middle School. Speakers that were present at the event represented
Communities In Schools, the Center Working Families, and the Dirty Truth
Campaign. The speakers of the event informed parents and students about the
Photo Project for Kids, a campaign that gives kids a chance to raise awareness
of problems in education by taking pictures. Margaret Hooker from the Dirty
Truth Campaign spoke about how residents of the community around Parks were able to speak on what they liked
about the community and what they didn't like, in regards to infrastructure and housing. There were also free blood
pressure screenings and door prizes given out at the event.

Long Science Fair
Before Thanksgiving, the students of Long Middle School were able to bring
out the scientists within them. The “One Fair 2009” was a science fair in
which the kids were able to display their hard work to teachers, administrators,
and judges. The subjects that the students focused on were science, math, and
social studies, and they had an opportunity to research a variety of topics.
Some of the questions investigated were:
(1) How much salt is needed for an egg to float?
(2) Which dish detergent makes the biggest bubbles?
(3) Can a magnet create electricity?
(4) Which bubble gum is the most elastic?
Each of the science fair projects consisted
of journals with in-depth information on the
research topics and tri-boards containing
visual information about their subjects of
study. These projects were magnificent and
the kids should be applauded for their hard
work. After-School All-Stars staff member
Gaurav Bhatia and Morgan King, one of
the volunteers, served as judges for Long
Middle School’s “One Fair 2009.”

Lights On
For three years After-School All-Stars has partnered with the Georgia Afterschool Investment Council and United Way of Metro Atlanta to celebrate Lights
on Afterschool on October 22. This year the students of Long Middle School
celebrated by watching the films Drumline and Stomp The Year. The gentlemen
of the B.E.S.T. Academy had a pizza party, Harper-Archer Middle School and
Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership Academy hosted ice cream
socials, while the students at Turner had a pizza and wings party. The kids at
King Middle School had a swim party to celebrate Lights On Afterschool and
the students of Sandy Springs Middle School watched dance performances.
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Meet The Family
B.E.S.T. Academy
This school year the After-School All-Stars have partnered with the parents of the
BEST Academy Parent Teacher Association to ensure our students end the week with
a nutritious "Fun Friday". The PTA has volunteered to assist After-School All-Stars
with feeding the students a fully prepared meal prior to sending them home for the
weekend. On September 18, the PTA sponsored a spaghetti dinner with all the
"fixings," prepared by the parents of the BEST PTA. This is an ongoing partnership
in which the parents will show support for our program.

Harper-Archer Middle School
After-School All-Stars Atlanta always strives to get parents involved in the program.
Harper-Archer Middle School hosted a career workshop for parents of the AfterSchool All-Stars kids. Throughout this workshop parents learned how to apply for
jobs and prepare for interviews. They were taught how to put together strong
resumes, manage their finances, and search for employment positions. They also
found out about how to speak to employers before, during, and after interviews. Mrs.
Daniels, the Parent Liaison of Harper-Archer Middle School, facilitated the
workshop. This program was ongoing throughout the month of November, and the
parents truly appreciated the assistance they were provided.

Parks Middle School
Parks Middle School was searching for a creative way to disseminate important program information to parents/
guardians; "Breakfast On The Go" seemed to be an effective way of doing just that! The After-School All-Stars
Atlanta and C.I.S. (Communities In Schools) partnered up to get parents more involved in all of the academic and
enrichment programs at Parks Middle School. The two groups, along with some energetic students, promoted a
parent program and handed-out an assortment of breakfast goodies. As the parents pulled up to drop their students
off, they were greeted by the staff and students of the After-School All-Stars and C.I.S. programs who informed
them of the upcoming events and offered them a nutritious "Breakfast On The Go!"
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Our Mission
The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential,
where they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens,
technologically competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for academic success.
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative leadership where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more opportunities for academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and emotional
adjustment.
To Contact Us:
Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director
Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director
Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator
David Winslow, Program Coordinator
Jarel Small, Program Coordinator
Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist
Eljin Andrews, Graduate Fellow

wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365
lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
yanna04@yahoo.com or 404-413-8481
dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
kingab@langate.gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
eandrews@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8357

