SPRING 2015
After-School All-Stars
Quarterly Newsletter
It’s All About The Kids
There is a lot to get excited about, as we’ve offered so many things for
our kids to do Whether you’re talking about media workshops, family
nights, or project-based learning, our students have been busy this
spring. You want to know more? Then flip through the pages and check
out what we’ve been doing.
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Coretta Scott King Nutrition Students
Partner With Project Open Hand

BEST Academy students on the radio for
Project Yellow Light

Children at Gilbert House playing basketball at their family night

Cheerleading performance at HarperArcher Middle School’s family night

Say No To Drugs,
Gangs, And Violence.
Say Yes To Hope,
Learning, and Life

MAJOR EVENTS
Atlanta Dogwood
Festival

FOX Sports South Girls with the All-Stars stu-

Check out our major events like the Atlanta
April 11, 2015 was a spectacular day for the After-School AllStars. Just imagine children singing, dancing, and performing many
other marvelous routines during a beautiful, sunny day in Piedmont
Park. Well, that's exactly what happened on this delightful day. The
6th, 7th, and 8th graders of Sandy Springs Charter Middle School
demonstrated their excellent dance skills on stage while the D-Phi
Steppers of Price Middle School displayed their show stomping,
stage rocking moves filled with mind-blowing dance routines. The
Dolphins of Brown Middle School mastered the art of dance and
showcased their talents with many positions, rhythms, and
grooves. Their interpretation of Allen Ailey's "Requiem" was
spectacular! And last, but not least, the students at Young Middle
School kept history and culture alive with their phenomenal step
performances. This was an absolutely amazing event and everybody
enjoyed the day. We would also like to extend our gratitude to the
FOX Sports South Girls for not only introducing our students and
their performances, but also giving out goody bags to the kids. We
are looking forward to next year as our students will definitely be
back.

Brown M.S. Dolphins

Young M.S. Werewolves

Price M.S. Wildcats

Sandy Springs Stallions

THE SYLVAN ALL-STARS KIDS
And The Atlanta Hawks
On Friday, March 27th,
several All-Star students had
the opportunity to spend half
of the school day at Phillips
Arena with the Atlanta
Hawks. During the day,
students were engaged in a
discussion on college and
career
readiness,
a
competition
in
sports
marketing as well as an intense basketball game and
concert. In the afternoon,
All-Stars had the chance to
meet and discuss their
college and career goals with
several members of the

Hawks organization. Guest
speakers included a Human
Resources Manager, a Sales
Analyst, as well as the
Director of Ticket Sales.
Each guest speaker shared
their
education,
past
professional
experiences
and individual stories from
the Hawks. From this
encounter, students learned
about how you can be
involved in the sports
industry without playing a
sport. In True To Atlanta
fashion, 2 Chainz opened
the concert with many of

his hits songs. After 2
Chainz got the crowd
hyped, the Hawks fans
stayed on their feet all night
to watch their team beat the
Heat. The Hawks beat the
Miami Heat 99-86. Cheer
the Hawks on as they fight
through the playoffs to land
a spot in the Eastern
Conference Finals then on
to the NBA Finals. We are
glad
that
everybody
enjoyed
the event so
much. "The Hawks event
was fun and informative. I
learned that

putting in extra effort
will take me far in college and in my career.
I vow to do my best
and never give up!"
- Rakia Perry, 8th
Grade

Atlanta Hawks Cheerleader With The Kids

Dogwood Festival,
Festival, Mazda
Mazda Motorsports
Motorsports Event,
Event, and
and Family
Family Nights
Nights
Dogwood

FAMILY NIGHTS: Dinner & Entertainment
An
After-School
AllStars family night event is
held at all of our sites each
semester and this spring we
have
continued
this
tradition. The Wildcats of
Price Middle School showcased Hip Hop Sports, a step
show, and demonstrated
their
artwork,
nutrition
program, as well as an
amazing performance by the
band. The Wolves of Young
Middle School played many
carnival games and had a
BBQ. The gentlemen at the
BEST
Academy
were
awarded field day filled with
activities, and the Sandy

Sandy Springs Middle
School Stallions went to
Stars & Strikes to have
fun bowling with their
families. The karate team,
fitness team, and dance
teams of Coretta Scott
King demonstrated some
amazing physical feats
for families and the CSK
Band ended the event
with
some
amazing
music. The kids at City
of Refuge went to the
Atlanta
Ballet,
the
students at King Middle
School had dinner with
their family members,
and the Jaguars of

Harper Archer Middle
School
recited
poetry,
sang beautiful songs, and
put on many great dance
routines.
Long Middle
School put on an amazing
theatrical show called “A
Tribute To Midtown” for
the family members that
attended. It is always a

pleasure
to
invite
family members of the
kids we serve to see how
successful our programs
are. We are so proud of
our students for their
accomplishments and we
know that their family
members are proud too.

CSK Eagles Dancing The Night Off

Project Yellow Light
What if we told you that Ben Albano, Mazda Motorsports Race Car Driver, came all the way from Chapel Hill,
North Carolina to collaborate with After-School All-Stars Atlanta on a service campaign? Well, ladies and
gentlemen, it happened! BEST Academy Middle School co-hosted the Community Health & Wellness Resource
Day, a health fair in which students and their family members learned a lot about nutrition, the importance of
exercise, making healthy decisions, and many other things. But most important of all, this day had many public
service announcements about the dangers of distracted driving. The boys at BEST, in partnership with the ladies at
Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership Academy, put together a campaign called "Project Yellow Light,"
which consisted of videos that highlighted the consequences of driving while drinking, eating, texting, and other bad
habits. Mazda Motorsports driver Ben Albano gave a speech about how preventing distracted driving has made him
a better race car driver and how many people get injured and killed as a result of driving while distracted.
Throughout the day students took part in different athletic activities, visited vendors for services ranging from medical care and car insurance, and put on dance performances. Also, the kids received autographs from Ben Albano,
who we would like to extend our gratitude to for coming out to this event. In addition, we would like to thank Cindy
Smith from the United Brothers and Sisters of America for her involvement with Project Yellow Light and the
national office of After-School All-Stars for partnering with us, as well as all the volunteers that came by on this day
to make it such a success.

Activities
SPECIAL HONORS
Our students have accomplished a lot this spring. The
Harper-Archer Jaguars TRACK Team came in 3rd
place at the district while music students from the
B.E.S.T. Academy took part in the District 5 100 Voice
Choir. In addition, they earned 1st place in the D1
Basketball Competition and the Moot court participants
were featured on Fulton County TV. Ten families
participated in Coretta Scott King Women’s Leadershp
Academy participated in the Cooking Matters program
and they received a new kitchen cart, courtesy of the
Captain Planet Foundation's Learning Garden
program! As the summer academies gear up, 14
selected gentlemen at B.E.S.T. will participate in the
Georgia Tech Summer STEM. We would lke to
extend a congratulations to Miss Jaylee Davis! Jaylee
attended an honorary luncheon today in recognition of
her winning essay for Money Smart Week! Also, a
special congratulations goes to Coretta Scott King
Women’s Academy’s very own outstanding, amazing,
and talented Ban Teacher, Mr. Luther McDaniel for
winning the May 'Top Eagle Award. We are so proud
of our students and the teachers that work with them .

Did You Know
6TH GRADER BREANNA SMITH
FROM CORETTA SCOTT KING
WOMEN’S ACADEMY WAS
HONORED FOR WINNING THE
PEACE POETRY CONTEST?
AFTER-SCHOOL ALL-STARS
ATLANTA PARTNERED WITH
OPEN HAND ATLANTA AND
COOKING MATTERS TO
PROVIDE FREE GROCERIES,
COOKING SUPPLIES, AND
RECIPE GUIDES TO OUR
STUDENTS AND THEIR
FAMILIES ?
STUDENTS AT THE BEST
ACADEMY WERE ON NEWS
TALK WAOK 1380 PRIOR TO
THE PROJECT YELLOW LIGHT
EVENT?

Field Trips
The ladies at Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership
Academy had an opportunity of a lifetime! They visited the Consulate
General of Canada in Atlanta for "STEM2STEM: For our Girls"!
Likewise, the 6th and 7th graders had a college tour at Spelman College.
The Boys at BEST Academy visited the Black Wax Museum for Black
History Month and went on a college tour to see FAMU, Florida State
University, Valdosta State University, and Albany State University.
Likewise, they dined out at True Food Kitchen. The Stallions of Sandy
Springs Middle School had a week filled with field trips at places like the
Atlanta Body Exhibit, Chattahoochee Nature Center, and Stars & Strikes
BEST College Tour
Bowling Alley. And boy, did the Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle School
have quite an eventful field trip! The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students had a tour of Alabama State University,
Rosa Parks Museum, the Civil Rights Freedom Wall, and many other places. The nutrition students at Brown
Middle School visited GSU’s College of Education to make their own ice cream. The children enjoyed these trips
very much!

CSK students at Spelman College

Brown students make ice cream

BEST kids at True Food Kitchen

MORE ACTIVITES
If you want to know what else we've been up to this season, have we got
some great stuff to talk about! The Stallions of Sandy Springs Middle
School demonstrated the joys of giving by collecting peanut butter and
making sandwiches for homeless families. The ladies at Coretta Scott
King Women's Academy have been getting a kick out of karate class,
made pillows and purses using duct tape, paper, and cotton, and had
some additional college tours at University of Georgia and Oglethorpe
University. Furthermore, the 6th and 7th graders competed against each
other in a basketball game, with the 7th grade cheerleaders spreading
The Atlanta Botanical Garden
some school spirit to the athletes. The Centers for Hope participated in
the Atlanta Music Project concert, the Boy Scouts at Harper-Archer
Middle School have been making survival tools, and, several All-Star
students had the opportunity to spend half of the school day at Phillips
Arena with the Atlanta Hawks. The kids at City of Refuge went to the
Atlanta Botanical Gardens during spring break and saw many
collections of plants. The Tigers of Long Middle School played chess,
were involved in the Newspaper Club, and participated in arts & crafts
while the Dolphins of Brown Middle School were busy with band and
cycling. Many of the schools participated in the program Mosaih’s
CSK students at UGA
Roots, an outdoor adventures program. Students learned how to make tents, use compasses, and many other
survival skills. It is so wonderful that we are able to provide our students with these activities and with our
summer academies coming up, we will have even more programs.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
The ladies at Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy have taken the lead in promoting health
and fitness with two major events. Every year they host the Health and Wellness Fair, giving both students and
their family members a chance to find out about ways that they can improve their health. This year was no
different, as the young women and their family members received free health screenings, were given information
about nutrition, took part in inflatable obstacle course competitions, and received many nutritious meals.
Likewise, they learned about how they can receive food from organizations such as Atlanta Community Food
Bank and the Georgia Food Bank Association They were even tested about their knowledge of health and fitness
with trivia questions and puzzles. The young Eagles also took part in a field day. The 6th graders and 7th graders
competed in many activities such as hurdle races, tug-of-war, hoola-hooping, and many others. We are so happy
that our students were able to learn so much about keeping their minds and bodies healthy and were able to share
this information with their families.
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Highlights
Kellie Hunter, After School All-Stars' newest program coordinator,
moved to Georgia in 2012. She was born in Virginia to military parents
and raised in North Carolina by a tight-knit family. She has 7 years of
experience working with children in after school and summer camp
programs. She prides herself on making sure there's a fine balance
between respect and fun with each child she encounters, emphasizing
mostly on academics. She hopes each child's life will have a little better
after knowing her. She attended college at Fayetteville State University in
Fayetteville, NC and received her Bachelor's in Speech-Theatre (Communications concentration) in
2006. In her spare time, she enjoys "all things entertainment." She has a love for film, television, music,
photography, creative design, music videos, comedy etc. She also loves animals. Kellie says she's
excited to join the family at After School All-Stars and can't wait to contribute to such a great
organization.
Lia Shuford started working for After-School All-Stars in September
2014. She was matched with BEST academy and has loved every minute
of it. Lia teaches the boys the importance of a healthy and nutritious lifestyle all while having a blast. She plays games such as jeopardy in order to
keep the kids interested. She loves introducing the kids to new foods and
new ways of cooking. She was even able to take the boys on a field trip to
a healthy, but tasty restaurant. They enjoyed learning and tasting quinoa,
spaghetti squash, ginger and tons of fresh fruits and veggies! She is
currently working on her masters degree in nutrition at Georgia State University and will graduate in
August 2015. We appreciate all that she has done for the kids that we serve and have high hopes for her
future plans in life.
Unique Rodriguez is a recent graduate of Maynard H. Jackson High
School. She graduated with honors and was a member of The National
Honor Society. For extra curricular activities she was on her high school
swim team, manager for her girl’s soccer team, part of the School Garden
Club, and on the Year Book Committee. Outside of school she
participates in an aerial dance organization, called D'AIR. In the summer
of 2014 she was apart of the summer study abroad program in China with
the Maynard Jackson Youth Foundation. In the future she plans to attend
Georgia State University and study Public Administration. For her
summer of 2015 she is interning with the United Brothers and Sisters of
America through the federal youth program for Fulton County. Her roles will include recreating the
service-learning center and curriculum for project based community service hours at Maynard Jackson
High School and working with our middle schools to incorporate service-learning. We are excited to
include her in the After-School All-Stars family.
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SITE COORDINATORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Esther Walters: Brown Middle School
Dr. Velenaia Koffi: Harper-Archer
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School
Tara Johnson: King Middle School
Tanya Culbreth: B.E.S.T. Academy
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School
Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School
Tony Jones: Long Middle School
Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA
Taig Goins: Young Middle School
Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge
Ella Bibb: Coan Park Recreation Center
Sonia Winbush: MLK Recreation Center
Anthony Molock: Dunbar Park Recreation Center

Kirk Posmantur,
Chairman of the Board
Valerie R. Jackson,
Co-Chair of the Board
Jeff Genthner
Kwanza Hall
John Schuerholz
Mike Burton
Scott Polhemus
Mark Miller
Ann Lally
Dr. Carolyn Huff

HOW TO HELP
We need volunteers to assist with tutoring. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please contact Gaurav
Bhatia, the Volunteer Coordinator, at 404-413-8355 or gbhatia1@gsu.edu We are also in need of financial or inkind donations. To make an in-kind donation, please contact one of our staff. To make a financial donation,
please make out a check to "Georgia State University Foundation, Inc." and send it to us by mail.
Likewise, in-kind donations will be very valuable for our program. We are looking for contributions of sporting
goods, board and card games, educational videogames, and other items that are age-appropriate and will benefit
our programs. Donations must not contain explicit language, graphic violence, or sexual content.

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/
asasatlanta or follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!
atlantaasas

After-School All-Stars Atlanta
College of Education
Georgia State University
1 Park Place, Suite 1042
Atlanta, GA 30303

PLEASE
STAMP
HERE

To find out more about what we do, please go to our website
at www.afterschoolallstarsatlanta.org
To Contact Us:
Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director
Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director
Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator
David Winslow, Program Coordinator
Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator
Maurice Shaffer, Program Coordinator
Kelly Hunter, Program Coordinator
Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist
Deborah Hampton, Business Manager
Xiaoyun Zang, Graduate Research Assistant
Macy Lister, Graduate Research Assistant
Crystal Scott, Student Assistant
James Ruvalcaba, Star Volunteer

wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365
lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481
yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
mshaffer2@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
hkellie@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
dhampton3@gsu.edu or 404-413-8150
xzhang51@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
mlister1@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
cscott61@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
jamesviper07@yahoo.com or 404-413-8355

