GREEN SCHOOL
This Spring Bloomingdale’s
sponsored an art contest for the
After-School All-Stars program.
In celebration of Earth Day, the
students of each school designed
art pieces that focus on
environmental awareness.
Judges from the stores of Lenox
and Perimeter determined the
winners, who received some
extraordinary prizes for their
work, after the art pieces were
on display. The winners of the
art contest are:
Perimeter Store Winners
Noni Ellick - King Middle School
LaDisha Newton - Carson Middle
School
Malcolm Woodson Brown Middle
School

Lenox Store Winners
DeAngelo Bowie - Carson Middle
School
ShaDaijah Jackson - Carson Middle
Leontis Kirkland - Carson Middle
School
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Activities
Enrichment
Enrichment activities have always been the backbone of
After-School All-Stars, and this Spring was no exception.
For instance, the students of Parks Middle School celebrated
Valentine’s Day with a dance. Also, boys at The B.E.S.T.
Academy had a chance to play baseball. The cooking classes
have been very popular, particularly at M.L.K. Jr. Middle School
and the B.E.S.T Academy. Kids from both Parks and King went
skating, one school going to Metro Skates and the other going to
Cascade Family Skating. Moreover, a D.J. came to King Middle
School to perform at the 8th grade social. Many of the schools,
such as Harper-Archer Middle School and Brown Middle School,
hosted reflection ceremonies to show appreciation to students that
exemplified achievement in all aspects of After-School All-Stars.
Trophies were given for leadership and attendance. One such
trophy was for the category “After-School All-Star of The Year,”
given to one person from each grade level.

Philanthropy
Trees Atlanta Planting At Parks Middle
This year a service-learning component has been introduced to
After-School All-Stars. The students of Parks Middle School
participated in a tree-planting project that took place at their
school. Volunteers from Trees Atlanta helped the students plant
the trees, under guidance from Susan Pierce, Volunteer Coordinator of Trees Atlanta. Trees Atlanta is an organization that not only
specializes in planting trees, but also educates the public on the
environmental and social benefits that trees provide to the community. The students dug the holes, potted the roots of the trees ,they
were also taught how to take care and maintain the tree as it
grows.
Donations To The Homeless
Serving the Community giving back always a top priority for Atlanta After-School All-Stars Brown Middle School, After-School
All-Stars donated 100 sausage burgers to the Task Force For The
Homeless, an agency that advocates for those who are homeless.
Moreover, After-School All-Stars donated clocks, notebooks,
shoes, and shirts to the Atlanta Day Shelter For Women And
Children, an organization that serves homeless women and their
children.
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Field Trips
It’s Showtime
It was a family affair. Students, along with their parents,
enjoyed a night of the arts. Starting with dinner and
then on to the theatre. Some families enjoyed The Lion
King Broadway production at the Atlanta Civic Center
while others traveled the Yellow Brick Road with the
WIZ at North Atlanta High School. What a night for the
All-Stars!
Who would have thought National Geographic could
make learning so fun….All-Stars students enjoyed the
life size sea creatures in the movie Sea Monsters at the
Fern Bank Museum.
The BEST Academy sped their way to see Speed Racer
at the Regal Cinema...FUN..FUN...FUN

Field Trips R Us
Field trips have played a significant role in providing both enrichment
and educational opportunities for students that participate in Atlanta
After-School All-Stars. Students from B.E.S.T. went to the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historic Site to learn about civil rights
leaders such as Rosa Parks, Mahatma Gandhi, and Reverend Martin
Luther King Jr.
The boys from B.E.S.T. also saw some behind-the-scenes coverage of
news at the CNN Center and learned about aquatic life at the Georgia
Aquarium, which holds eight million gallons of water to provide
habitat for species such as Australian sea dragons, Japanese spider
crabs, and beluga whales.
The World of Coke, which is right next to the Georgia Aquarium,
was visited by students from Carson Middle School, who had a tour
of production lines that show how products are made and a Pop
Culture Gallery featuring artists such as Andy Warhol and Steve
Penley.
The Mustangs of Parks Middle School had a wild time at Wild
Adventures, a theme park that gave them the chance to choose from
various rides and attend concerts, including a performance from the
Parks Middle School band and chorus.

CIVIL RIGHTS WALK OF FAME
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Global Entrepreneurship Fair At B.E.S.T.

As part of a global society we are learning more about diverse cultures and world
economics. The students at B.E.S.T. Academy understand this and have developed
business proposals that they have displayed at the Global Entrepreneurship Fair.
The gentlemen of the B.E.S.T. Academy prepared research logs, diagrams, and
PowerPoint presentations that highlighted the products they were proposing to sell
and the countries in which they wanted to sell. Aside from the United States of
America, there were eight nations that were represented, and students used all sorts
of creative methods to present their topics, including a dance performance that
indicated what life was like during the Harlem Renaissance. Here are examples of
business proposals that were presented:
(1) Building schools and hospitals to address the crisis in Sudan.
(2) The impact of winter coat sales during cold weather in Canada.
(3) Sales of Jamaican and Mayan jewelry.
(4) Fossil fuels and their effects on business in China.
(5) Consumer reports on gasoline prices in different regions of the U.S.
(6) Different types of restaurants in the United Kingdom and France.
(7) Establishing a “Kids At Work” program in Mexico.

Mexico

Jamaica

China

United Kindgdom

Sudan

Canada

France

Brazil
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Recognitions
Civic Award
The Civic League for Regional Atlanta, a nonprofit organization
that addresses issues of regional significance in the Atlanta region,
hosted an event on February 26th called "What's Right With The
Region!" at the Atlanta History Center. This event was organized to
honor individuals and groups that have made a significant
contribution of a vision, leadership, and action to promote positive
change in Atlanta. As a result of its commitment in creating a safe
and educational environment for inner-city middle school students,
After-School All-Stars was honored that night as a recipient of the
Regional Excellence Award.

MLK Convocation
On January 25, 2008 Georgia State University hosted the Martin
Luther King Jr. Convocation, an event in which people and
organizations are honored for their commitments to improving the
Atlanta community. Two of the individuals that received awards
that night were associated with After-School All-Stars. Dr. Shena
Ashley from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, a sponsor of AfterSchool All-Stars, received the Torch of Peace Award for Alumni of
Georgia State University. Also, the winner of the Hosea Williams
Award, an award given to representatives of organizations outside
of Georgia State University, was Dr. Collete Hopkins, Consulting
Director of Education and Family Programs for the National Black
Arts Festival. Dr. Hopkins provided opportunities for students from
Parks Middle School to learn about the performing arts.

Sponsorship
Emmanuella Ladipo, the Senior Associate of Atlanta Fund Operations at Prudential Real Estate Operations, is a volunteer for the
MIRACLES Technology Program for After-School All-Stars and
has served at King Middle School by helping students with
homework. After seeing the impact that the technology program had
on helping the students of Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School,
Emmanuella was inspired to convince her company to donate
$5000.00 to help Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School purchase
new computers for MIRACLES. Over the years, this program has
been successful in providing students with opportunities to learn
valuable skills such as web design and clay animation. It is one of
the more active programs offered through After-School All-Stars
and we all thank Emmanuella for serving with our program.
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Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
The 18th annual A+ Awards Luncheon, which took place at the
Georgia World Congress Center, celebrated the Atlanta
community’s efforts in collaborating to promote excellence in
schools. The partnership between King Middle School and AfterSchool All-Stars has been recognized by the A+ Awards Judging
Committee for promoting collaborative leadership in which
students tap into opportunities for academic and personal growth,
and enhance peer relations and emotional adjustment. As a result,
King Middle School has had the honor of sharing the Summa Cum
Laude Award, one of the A+ Award categories, with After-School
All-Stars. The criteria for the award was that the partnership
needed to exist for at least 5 years and must demonstrate
measurable results that have impacted the school’s objectives for
students, staff, and parents, which have been met by this alliance.

Atlanta Partners
The A+ Awards Luncheon was sponsored by the Atlanta
Partners for Education, a joint program of the Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce and the Atlanta Public Schools. The
mission of the Atlanta Partners for Education is to enhance
and improve the level of academic achievement for students
in the Atlanta Public Schools by establishing and maintaining
high quality partnerships. By identifying the needs of the
schools based on their School Achievement Plans, the
Atlanta Partners For Education works with the community
and partners to achieve mutually agreed upon goals and
objectives that support student success.

Atlanta Public Schools is being transformed into a
“world-class” school system using nationally
proven reform models, facility upgrades, and
business operations redesign. Atlanta Public
Schools’ standardized test scores have risen, and
this is reflective of the schools that are served
through the After-School All-Stars program,
which are all APS schools, as they have all met
“Academic Yearly Progress.” All of this is made
possible through time and resources that have
been generously donated from a group of partners.

The Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce is a
coalition of leaders and organizations that tackle
major issues in the community. Areas of focus for
the Chamber include transportation, economic
development, environmental conservation, and
education. The Atlanta Public Schools Committee
of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce works
to help students achieve higher scores, establish
alliances between schools and businesses, and
reform school by introducing new concepts to use in
the classroom and helping to recruit teachers.
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Marcus Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kirk Posmantur, Co-Chair
Valerie R. Jackson, Co-Chair
Dr. Walt Thompson, Vice-Chair
Kwanza Hall
John Schuerholz
Don Waddell
Mike Burton
Scott Polhemus
Jim Tafel
Damion Carufe
Ann Lally
Dr. Carolyn Huff
Dr. Sharon Ordu
Ted Florence
Barry Donovan

ADVISORY BOARD
Jill Riemer
Gail Hayes
Laureen Lamb
Kwanza Hall
Kathy Augustine
Dr. Carolyn Huff
Dr. Roy H. Forbes
Kirk Posmantur

After-School All-Stars Atlanta
Department of Kinesiology and Health
Georgia State University
P.O. Box 3975
125 Decatur Street, Room 137
Atlanta, GA 30302-3975

PLEASE
STAMP
HERE

Our Mission
The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential,
where they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens,
technologically competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for academic success.
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative leadership where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more opportunities for academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and emotional
adjustment.

To Contact Us:
For donation inquiries:
For general inquiries:
For volunteer inquiries:

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director,
Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director,
Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator,
Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist,

wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365
lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355
yanna04@yahoo.com or 404-413-8481
kingab@langate.gsu.edu or 404-413-8481

